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Chinese Culture and Tradition



Four Ancient 
Civilizations

• ancient Babylon
• ancient Egypt

• ancient India
• China



China’s Geography

stable and closed environment








agriculture civilization



agriculture civilization



the Mediterranean Sea



Adventures
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The Old Summer 
Palace



The Old Summer 
Palace （Now）



Chinese agricultural civilization 
V.S. 

Western industrial civilization



Westernization Movement 



Chinese calligraphy



叁
Three

The New Development of Chinese 
Culture in the 21st Century



The Change of  China's 
per capita GDP
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Tradtional Elements
Reappear



Tradtional Elements
Reappear



Tradtional Elements
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Tradtional Elements
Reappear



Tradtional Elements
Reappear



Tradtional Elements
Reappear



snatching virtual 
red packets

the traditional culture, which was considered outdated and 
backward, has become more attractive in the new century.



The Core part of 
Culture

The core part of culture 
includes perceptions, 
views, beliefs, values, 
attitudes, tradition, 
history and so on.

All these are 
abstract, are 
invisible.

The essential core 
consists of 
traditional ideas and 
especially their 
attached values.



three levels of mutual 
integration and absorption

1

2

3
the spiritual world, composed of Confucianism,
Buddhism, and Daoism, which is in harmony with the
above-mentioned economic-political structure.

The bureaucratic system (bureaucrats are selected
through examinations) is governed by the centralized
monarchy, so that the imperial court decrees go
directly to the basic-level governments

The self-sufficient economy of small agriculture and
cottage industry, supplemented by small market
commodity exchange



new cultural 
identity

industrial culture

the latest 
achievements of 
social practice

traditional 
culture

It is a new subjectivity that transcends the subjectivity of traditions.



It is essentially the 
reconstruction of its own 
"language and discourse"

The reconstruction of the 
cultural confidence

a path of modernization 
with distinctive 

characteristics that is so 
different from that of the 

West.

changing from an "object 
role" that is "expressed" by 
the West to a "subject role"

A possible Chinese 
solution for social 

development





肆
Four

China Model?



A GOOD human 
nature

Human nature is good



An overall harmony in 
Chinese traditional culture



An overall harmony in 
Chinese traditional 

culture



Values:
China V.S. West

Chin
a

West



The Confucian Edification 
System Based on Free

When westerners use their own cultural logic to interpret the Chinese edification, they will get a 
misconception that it is an ideological restricts to free will. 



Thank you！
Wu Huiyong
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